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John Floyd Exonerated At Last 
On November 20, 2018, John Floyd was working in his sister’s garden when
he got the news he had been hoping for since his 1981 arrest–the State of
Louisiana was dismissing all charges against him.
As he took in the news, Mr. Floyd said “thank God
everything is over” and sat down and began to cry
with relief. After 36½ years in prison and 16 months
on supervised release, he was finally exonerated. 

Eric Prudholm is Free and Reunited 
with Family
On January 10, 2019, Eric Prudholm walked out of the Louisiana State Penitentiary at 
Angola into the arms of his daughter as a free man. Mr. Prudholm was a 21-year-old man 

traveling from Los Angeles, California to Bossier 
Parish, Louisiana to visit his girlfriend when he was 
arrested in 1981 for the rape of a woman in a motel. 
He was incarcerated for 37 years and three months 
before he was released after DNA evidence showed 
he was innocent. 

The victim was raped by two men, while a third man 
served as the lookout. The only evidence presented 
against Mr. Prudholm was the identification 
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John Floyd with his exoneration picture.

Archie Williams 
Exonerated 
Archie Williams was exonerated on March 21, 
2019 in Baton Rouge after 36 years of wrongful 
imprisonment for rape and attempted murder in 
1982. The woman was at home with her young 
child when a man came into her house, raped her 
at knifepoint and stabbed her after a neighbor–
bringing the older child home from daycare–
interrupted the rape. - continued on page 12Archie Williams with his two nieces.
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As of May 2019, IPNO has freed or exonerated 34 innocent clients.

This newsletter reports on IPNO’s activities in and out of court so that our 
supporters and members of the public may understand what we do. Any 
information about an open case that is contained in this newsletter is also 
contained in the public court record of the case.
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Mission: 
Innocence Project New Orleans (IPNO) frees innocent, life-sentenced prisoners. 
We support our clients living well and fully in the world after their release. We 
advocate for sensible criminal justice policies that reduce wrongful convictions. 
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Welcome to IPNO’s newest staff member, finance, office and human 
resources manager Adonis White-Price, who brings with her many 
years of experience, including the New Orleans Community 
Printshop & Darkroom and Junebug Productions. 

Client Wilbert Jones, who spent 
almost 46 years wrongfully 
incarcerated, met the love of his life, 
Ms. Mary Jean Jones, and the two 
wed this March. Congratulations to 
the bride and groom!

Our dedicated paralegal and jack-of-all-trades Kara Kurland is headed 
to law school at Washington University in St. Louis, Missouri this fall. 
Kara joined IPNO in March 2017 as a Avodah fellow then stayed on 
after the fellowship ended. We look forward to hearing about Kara’s 
journey as a social justice lawyer. 

Communications Manager Cat Forrester got married to her partner Lazer Kotowich in 
January. Congratulations Cat and Lazer! 

Bree Anderson, YPC member and daughter of former client 
and board member Robert Jones, founded Daughters Beyond 
Incarceration (DBI) with Dominque Jones. DBI advocates for, and 
mentors, girls with incarcerated fathers and works to build strong 
parent-child relationships between the two.

IPNO was honored to be one of the 
community organization recipients of 
the 2019 Liberty and Justice Award from 
Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority Incorporated, 
South Central Region. 

IPNO has two new members on its board of directors: Tara Allegra 
Adams (left), director of marking & social innovation at Women’s 
Business Enterprise Council South, and Takema M. Robinson (right), 
founder & CEO of Converge. We are excited to have such talented 
leaders join our board.

IPNO welcomes six interns and law clerks this summer: Alexandra Lawson (Southern 
University Law Center); Meghan Matt (Southern University Law Center); Zoe Parkel 
(Tulane University); Brandon Sinnott (Emory University School of Law); Brooke Walker 
(Loyola University College of Law); and Kennadi Robinson (Spelman College). Kennadi 
was an intern last summer and returns to IPNO after her first year in college. Welcome 
law clerks and interns. 

Thank you so much to our friends at Pistil + Stamen for their 
unwavering support of our work.

Wilbert Jones and wife Mary with IPNO Staff
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Dear Friends and Supporters, 

As I wrap up my very first year as the executive director of IPNO, I have been thinking 
a lot about community and narratives around who is entitled to justice. 

One of three men IPNO freed in my first year is Gerald Manning. He came home on 
June 19, 2018 after 40 years and 10 months of wrongful conviction and imprisonment. 
A few weeks later, I received a letter from his high school teacher, Mrs. Mary Arthur. 
She taught Mr. Manning at Wossman High School where he was a star basketball 
player. She described him as “mild-mannered with a sense of humor (and he) was the 
most likeable young man you could ever have had the pleasure of knowing.” Mrs. 
Arthur was devastated when she learned of his arrest and conviction for a horrific 
rape and murder. She did not believe he was guilty. The Black community of Monroe 
was outraged by Mr. Manning’s arrest and subsequent conviction, and believed the 
prosecutor had sent an innocent young man to prison for the rest of his natural life. 
Even the victim’s family believed Mr. Manning was innocent and asked the district 
attorney to review Mr. Manning’s convictions for decades. But the pleas from the 
Black community and from the family members of the Black victim went unheeded 
by the authorities. Their insistence that the police and the prosecutor arrested and 
convicted the wrong man because similar rape-murders continued to occur after Mr. 
Manning’s arrest was disregarded. IPNO worked on Mr. Manning’s case for 10 years 
before securing his freedom. 

Our criminal legal system too often silences, marginalizes and 
discounts the voices of poor communities of Black and brown 
people. If members of a well-to-do white community, including 
family members of the victim, collectively insisted that the police 
and then the prosecutor sent the wrong white man to die in prison, 
would it have taken nearly 41 years for that conviction to be 
reviewed? Certain communities’ concerns and outrage are viewed as 
more authentic and urgent, requiring prompt redress, while others 
are swept aside. We see this over and over again in our cases. 

There are signs of things changing. In November, the stories and voices of Black 
defendants and Black jurors were lifted to strike down a law that had explicitly racist 
designs to silence Black jurors. Amendment Two, which ensures that all 12 out of 
12 jurors must agree for a legal verdict in Louisiana, was championed by Black and 
brown experiences and voices. IPNO is committed to lifting up and amplifying the 
voices and experiences of our freed and exonerated clients, all but one of whom 
were young Black men when they were wrongly arrested and convicted of crimes 
they did not commit. We know policy changes follow narrative changes and we must 
change the narratives around racial difference and whose voices and opinions matter. 
We continue this work and fight for freedom thanks to your incredible support. We 
certainly cannot do it without you. 

Onward, 
Jee Park

executive director reflection
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On June 5, 2019, exonerees Wilbert 
Jones and Reginald Adams were with 
Louisiana Governor John Bel Edwards 
as he signed two important bills into 
law: Act 115 finally permits memory 
and eyewitness identification experts to 
testify in a trial in Louisiana, and Act 121 
streamlines the wrongful 
conviction compensation 
process for exonerees 
to receive needed funds 
upfront and not through a 
year-long reimbursement 
procedure. A third bill 
Governor Edwards signed 
later, Act 156, extends a 
sunset provision allowing 
convicted prisoners to 
seek DNA testing to 
prove their innocence.

Mr. Jones, who was 
convicted based on the 
testimony of a single 
eyewitness and was 
wrongly imprisoned for 
45 years and 10 months, attended 
committee hearings on Act 115 to 
impress upon the legislators the 
importance of jurors being educated 
on the frailties of human memory and 
eyewitness evidence by an expert in 
order to reach accurate verdicts. On 
behalf of an eyewitness in Archie 
Williams’ case, a note to legislators 
was read into record during the Senate 
committee hearing. The eyewitness, 
who walked in on the perpetrator 
attacking the victim and did not identify 
Mr. Williams, had doubts about Mr. 
Williams’ guilt for 36 years, and was 
relieved when Mr. Williams was at last 
exonerated this March. The witness 
discussed the impact of trauma on 
memory and how if an expert had been 
allowed to educate Mr. Williams’ jury, he 
may not have been wrongly convicted 
and robbed of 36 precious years of his 

life. The victim’s sole identification of 
Mr. Williams resulted in his conviction. 

Mr. Williams was convicted a year after 
the Louisiana Supreme Court outlawed 
the testimony of memory and eyewitness 
evidence experts from trial in 1982 in 
State v. Stucke. This decision was later 

upheld in 2010 in State v. Young even 
though 40 years of scientific research 
has shown how certain factors impact 
reliability of eyewitness evidence. 
Many of these factors are beyond the 
knowledge of an ordinary juror and defy 
our common understanding of how 
memory works. Act 115 overturns this 
37-year-old precedent and Louisiana 
is no longer one of two states to reject 
robust, validated scientific research 
and findings. 

There was opposition to Acts 115, 
121 and 156, including from the 
District Attorney’s Association and the 
Sheriffs’ Association, but with IPNO’s 
steady, persistent advocacy based on 
facts, we were able to move the ball 
toward justice. Representatives Royce 
Duplessis, Ted James, Ed Larvadain, and 
Jimmy Harris helped to carry the ball to 
the finish line this legislative session. 

2019  LEGISLATION 

IPNO Staff Attorney Kia Hall Hayes, Exoneree Wilbert Jones, 
Gov. John Bel Edwards, Exoneree Reginald Adams,  
Rep. Jimmy Harris
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Keith Ezidore sat down with us to talk about how he keeps his hope alive that he 
will be freed one day from his wrongful imprisonment. 

Q: Keith, can you start by sharing a few things that you’d like people to know about 
you? What is one of your favorite things?

A: One of my favorite things right now is just music. It relaxes me and reminds me of 
the times I could dance and have fun. It reminds me of my life outside of prison 
and that’s what I like to focus on. My favorite music to listen to is any type of old 
school music like the Isley Brothers or the O’Jays. I even like some new music like 
Drake. It’s something that takes me away from here. 

Q: Tell us about your family?

A: Honestly, I don’t have much family left. I recently became a first time great-grand-
father to a little boy. Seeing his pictures makes me so happy but it also makes 
me miss my family even more. I missed most of my daughter’s life as well my 
grandchildren’s. I pray I get the chance to be in my great-grandson’s life. That’s 
all I think about–being with my family. My great-grandson is only two months 
old. I just recently got back in contact with one of my sisters. I’m glad to have 
made that connection again with her. I really love my sister and I love my family 
more than anything. I just keep hoping and praying. 

Q: How do you keep busy and occupied?

A: The hobby shop at Angola keeps me busy. I pour the majority of my time into 
doing that. People always tell me they need belts or purses. I do it as an outlet 
and love the relaxed environment. Even though the hobby shop has many people 
working at one time, I’ve been lucky to find a peaceful corner by myself and pour 
into doing something I love to do. 

Q: Why did you write to IPNO for help?

A: It was my last resort. When I heard about the organization, I was at the point where 
I was ready to give up. But then I heard about you all and about the dedication 
you all have and I thought, why not give it a shot. At that point I had nothing to 
lose. I had been trying to prove my innocence and just needed some help. I was 
so grateful when I met you all and that you took my case. I felt this is a step in 
the right direction and it made me have hope and not give up. Now I just have 
put my trust in you all, and I recite the Serenity Prayer every morning to keep my 
spirits up. Because of IPNO I have the strength to keep going. 

Q: Before you were arrested and convicted, did you think that wrongful convictions 
happened? 

A: Absolutely. See I grew up in a time when Black people were treated very poorly. 
I didn’t have any direct knowledge of anyone being wrongfully convicted but I 
knew as a Black man that unfair treatment was a constant occurrence. I’ve never 
trusted the system to be fair because I knew the system wasn’t right. 

Q: What keeps you motivated?

A: Just two things: God and IPNO. Without God and IPNO, I wouldn’t have any 
hope. I would have given up years ago. 27 years is a long time to be incarcerated 
for something you did not do. 

from the inside
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from the outside

Archie Williams spent 36 years, two months and 17 days in prison before being 
exonerated by Innocence Project and IPNO on March 21, 2019. 

Q: Archie, how are you spending your time since you’ve been exonerated?

A: I’ve been working with my family. Trying to contribute to society. Trying to gain 
my citizenship back right now. I’m still at that point. I haven’t secured that yet. It’s 
not easy. I’m taking time for nature, new technology and all of that. It’s taking a 
little time. There’s so many things I want to do. Especially reaching back to the 
guys I left behind. That’s another thing. That’s the bitter part about it.

Q: Is there anything you want people to know about you that maybe they don’t know? 

A: I’m still working on the future of my children and 
my grandchildren, my nieces and nephews. We’re 
working to better their future. And trying to help 
make a difference in that prison down there that I 
come out of. That’s basically it. I don’t care to have a 
pie in the sky if my people don’t have it. 

Q: Can you tell us more about boxing in Angola?

A: I started boxing at 12. When I first went there, I 
started getting good. I became a professional 
trainer. I did something that was never done there 
at Angola. I won nine DOC titles. You know, all the 
institutions in Louisiana, we would meet at one of 
the institutions once a month and we would fight. 
And you would have number one contender spots, 
you would have title fights. And guys become 
professionals. What I did, I won all of the titles at 
one time. I walked away with all nine DOC titles and 
four number one contender spots. That’s what everybody always bragged on 
me about. I never really cared about bragging on myself but you know, I loved 
boxing. I had a team. I was the lead trainer. I built the team to that level. That 
was something that had never been done at Angola. And I walked away with all 
nine and four number one contender spots. 

Q: Did you ever box a guard?

A: Did I ever box a guard? A free man? Are you serious? (laughter) I have trained one. 
I’m really serious. I trained a free man, a security guard right before I left prison. 
He’s probably out there trying to do it right now. He felt like he was successful 
with it. He was good. Really, he’s a cowboy. He tackles bulls and all that stuff. 
Big youngster. 32 years old. And boy I taught him that boxing game in that 
gym. He would work in that boxing gym every night on his shift. And he would 
always watch me train. He asked me one night to show him something. That’s 
how me and him ended up becoming friends. I gave him the fundamentals and 
he could have whipped every one of them over in the heavyweight division. Big 
old youngster. And he’ll fight. If you would have gotten into trouble with the 
DOC, he’d have got in the ring with you. (laughter)

Q: Thanks for taking the time to talk to us, Archie. 
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DNA TESTING IN ORLEANS PARISH 
In April, IPNO filed an application seeking DNA testing in a 2010 
second-degree murder conviction in Orleans Parish. This case was a 
two-perpetrator home invasion, which resulted in one of the victims 
being murdered as well as the death of one of the perpetrators. The 
State’s case rested entirely on a single eyewitness who identified 
the perpetrators on the night of the crime but soon after recanted 
her identification three separate times in court. Although there was plenty of testable 
evidence collected in this case, no scientific testing occurred. Testable evidence included 
a weapon found at the murder scene presumably left by a perpetrator, a bloody latex 
glove as well as additional bloody clothing found with the deceased perpetrator. 

DNA TESTING IN ALLEN PARISH
IPNO recently took its first Allen Parish case to seek DNA testing on behalf of a man 
convicted of rape. The applicant has always maintained his innocence, but was convicted 
based on testing of items that could have been contaminated and might not have been 
handled by the perpetrator. The rape kit collected from the victim has never been DNA 
tested. The local district attorney objects to testing this evidence. At the time of writing, the 
district court is considering whether to grant the testing.

ACCOUNTABILITY
A year ago, IPNO attorneys filed bar complaints against three of the 
prosecutors who worked to obtain and protect Robert Jones’ (left) 
wrongful convictions. The complaints included 70 pages of explanation 
supported by 65 exhibits laying out misconduct that occurred in three 
different cases over a 23-year period. The Louisiana Office of Disciplinary 
Counsel (ODC), which is responsible for investigating and prosecuting 
attorney misconduct, conducted no independent investigation of 
complaints and then dismissed them all in a single letter that contained 
two sentences of analysis. ODC took the position that it will only charge 

a prosecutor if there is already a judicial finding that the prosecutor personally committed 
misconduct. This position fails to take into account that unless a prosecutor is charged by ODC, 
no court is in a position to judge their personal conduct. IPNO attorneys are in the process of 
seeking review of the ODC decision to summarily dismiss their complaints of misconduct.

COMPENSATION
IPNO is working to obtain wrongful conviction compensation for five clients who have 
been exonerated since the start of 2017. These clients served 180 years in prison between 
them–an average of almost 36 years per person. However, in Louisiana, even if an 
exonerated person is awarded compensation, they can only be compensated for 10 years 
of imprisonment. This means, even if all five recent exonerees are compensated, 130 years 
of their incarceration will go uncompensated. In addition to helping our individual clients get 
what they can under current 
law, IPNO is also continuing 
to work to improve Louisiana’s 
compensation law.

case notes

Louisiana exonerees meet 
to discuss compensation 

improvements.
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case notes

In January, IPNO filed 
an Application for 
Post-Conviction Relief 
on behalf of Elvis 
Brooks. Mr. Brooks 
has been wrongfully 
incarcerated for 41 
years, since his arrest 

as a teenager in 1977. Late in the evening

of July 1, 1977, the Welcome Inn bar in 
the Lower Ninth Ward of New Orleans 
was robbed by two armed men and a bar 
patron was killed. During the crime, the 
robbers touched two beer cans inside the 
bar and left them on the counter after they 
fled. Investigators from the New Orleans 
Police Department (NOPD) collected 
and fingerprinted these beer cans as 
evidence. Police also linked an armed 
robbery that happened within a block 
of the bar less than an hour before 
the Welcome Inn crime as being 
committed by the same perpetrators. 
Mr. Brooks became a suspect in the crime 

because he was a Black man who lived in 
the area. He was identified in a photo array 
by three white strangers who had been 
inside the dimly lit bar. These identifica-
tions were the only evidence against Mr. 
Brooks. At his capital trial, Mr. Brooks 
presented over a dozen alibi witnesses 
who consistently testified that he had 
been at home at the time of the crime. 

Though spared the death penalty, he was 
convicted and sentenced to life in prison 
less than three months after his arrest. 
IPNO’s investigation into Mr. Brooks’ case 
revealed exculpatory evidence, known 
by the NOPD and the prosecution, 
which was never revealed to Mr. Brooks. 
Fingerprints on the beer cans held 
by the robbers do not belong to Mr. 
Brooks. Additionally, the victims of the 
robbery directly prior to the Welcome 
Inn crime did not identify him as one of 
the men who robbed them. Based on 
these Brady violations, IPNO has begun 
representation of Mr. Brooks. 

Elvis Brooks 

Support IPNO by shopping at Boon Supply for great kitchenware, 
totes, jewelry, gifts, stationary and more. 

Go to www.tinyurl.com/boonsupply4ipno and get shopping for 
a cause.

INNOCENCE PROJECT  
NEW ORLEANS - 
RE-ENTRY SUPPORT FUND
Help us raise money for Innocence Project 
New Orleans - Re-entry Support Fund. Every 
purchase you make sends 40% to our re-entry 
fund - used to help us support our freed, 

innocent clients living well and fully in the world after their release. Since 
2001, IPNO has freed or exonerated 34 innocent clients.

IPNO’s investigation into Mr. Brooks’ case revealed 
exculpatory evidence, known by the NOPD and the prosecution, 

which was never revealed to Mr. Brooks.



10 ipno exodus| www.ip-no.org

OVERCOMING IMPOSSIBLE ODDS: 

Mr. Calvin Duncan
Calvin Duncan spent 28 years, five months, and two days in 
prison for a murder that he did not commit. He walked out of 
Louisiana State Penitentiary as a free man on January 7, 2011. 
This May, Mr. Duncan 
graduated from Tulane 
University with a Bachelor 
of Arts in paralegal studies. 
Graduating from Tulane had 
long been his dream. The day 
he walked across the stage 
to accept his degree, with 
his supporters and friends 
cheering loudly from the 
audience, was a joyous and 
unforgettable moment. 

While incarcerated, Mr. Duncan 
served as an inmate counsel 
substitute for the other 
inmates. He began to dream 
of attending and graduating 
from Tulane when he was an 
inmate counsel. Prior to his 
incarceration, Mr. Duncan 
had never set foot on a 
university campus, but when 
he had the opportunity while 
incarcerated to go to Tulane 
campus to pick up law books 
donated by Tulane students, 
he knew then that he wanted 
to get his education there. He 
did not know how he would manage to attend Tulane given that he was serving a life 
sentence, but he put his dreams out into the universe and watched them develop. 

Mr. Duncan says that the best part about being in school was being around young, 
bright students and having the opportunity to gain new perspectives.

He now plans to attend law school and eventually practice law in Louisiana so that he 
can help others who have been wrongfully convicted and discarded by our criminal 
legal system. Mr. Duncan also wants to let prisoners returning home know that school 
can be a helpful space to put back the pieces of your life and can serve as a great 
step for new beginnings. 

Congratulations on your enormous achievements, Mr. Duncan. We admire how you 
always dream big and never give up until you accomplish your goals.  

When asked what he would call a memoir 
recounting everything that he has been 
through, Mr. Duncan simply said, “Overcoming 
Impossible Odds”. He stated that his whole 
life has been about doing the impossible, and 
he wants others to know that they can do the 
same. This is why he never gives up. 
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IPNO THANKS ITS RECENT DONORS, ESPECIALLY OUR SUSTAINING 
DONORS & THOSE WHO HAVE GIVEN $250+. 

TO BECOME A SUSTAINING DONOR, VISIT WWW.IP-NO.ORG/DONATE.
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Mr. Floyd’s exoneration took over a decade of litigation by IPNO with his case going 
through every court in the state and federal systems. The final ruling was the U.S. 
Supreme Court’s unanimous decision not to review the finding that Mr. Floyd must 
be given a new trial because of the evidence hidden by police at his original trial. 
The day after receiving this ruling, the Orleans Parish District Attorney’s office finally 
dismissed the case against Mr. Floyd.

Since his exoneration, he has retired to Mississippi where he spends his time fishing, 
volunteering at a local animal shelter, and being with his family. 

- (John Floyd) continued from page 1

- (Eric Prudholm) continued from page 1

testimony from the victim who admitted that the room was dimly lit and that her 
eyes were mostly closed during the attack. Mr. Prudholm was convicted with two 
co-defendants: James Gladney, who was convicted of rape and robbery; and Reggie 
Hicks, who was convicted of simple robbery. 

In 2013, with the help of IPNO, Mr. Prudholm located the evidence in his case and 
fought for five years, going up to the Louisiana Supreme Court, to have the evidence 
DNA tested. The DNA results conclusively proved that Mr. Prudholm did not rape 
the victim. 

Despite the new DNA evidence and an overall weak case against Mr. Prudholm 
based on a single eyewitness, the Bossier Parish District Attorney’s office refused to 
dismiss the case. Mr. Prudholm, who has seen and endured so much in prison, chose 
to enter an Alford plea–a guilty plea which allows the defendant to maintain his 
innocence–to simple robbery in exchange for immediate release and reunification 
with his daughter and granddaughter. He did not want to lose another day of his 
life in prison. Less than 24 hours later, he walked out of prison and embraced his 
daughter Erica for the first time outside prison walls. Mr. Prudholm now lives in the 
Los Angeles area with Erica and her family. 

IPNO was proud to have served as local counsel with our friends at The Innocence 
Project as Mr. Williams’ conviction was vacated and he was ordered immediately 
released from custody by Commissioner Kinasiyumki Kimble of the 19th Judicial 
District Court. His exoneration was based on a joint motion by the East Baton 
Rouge District Attorney’s office and Mr. Williams’ lawyers. Fingerprints left at the 
crime scene were run through the FBI’s national fingerprint database and linked 
to a convicted serial rapist committing crimes in the same way in the same area 
and who matched exactly the victim’s description of her attacker. The Innocence 
Project fought for years for DNA testing and fingerprint database searches and 
was opposed by the district attorney. IPNO more recently joined the fight seeking 
fingerprint database searches. 

Mr. Williams was 22 years old when he was arrested. He was convicted by a 
non-unanimous jury based solely on the victim’s identification. As he was released, 
Mr. Williams was surrounded by his loving family who never gave up. He now lives in 
California with his aunt. 

IPNO and The Innocence Project hope that Mr. Williams’ exoneration will prompt 
swift and meaningful reforms that give convicted prisoners a clear right to evidence 
of their innocence, including–where relevant–database searches of latent crime 
scene fingerprints. His 36 lost years deserve nothing less. 

- (Archie Williams) continued from page 1
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Candace Ruffin died in Forrest 
County, Mississippi, on June 4, 
2019 at the age of 88. She was a 
beloved mother to 12 children. 
She had 40 grandchildren, 86 
great-grandchildren and 33 
great-great-grandchildren. 
She was born in 1931, a Black 
woman in Mississippi, and she 
lived through the terror of Jim Crow and 
the vengeant violence of the Civil Rights 
years. And then, in 1979, she witnessed 
authorities take her 19-year-old son, 
Larry, and beat him until he falsely 
confessed to murdering a white woman. 
She watched the community rise up 
in protest at the railroading of her son. 
And she witnessed Larry, on trial for his 
life, narrowly escape the death penalty 
by one juror’s vote. She witnessed her 
innocent son get sent to prison for the 
rest of his life and she witnessed every 
day he was unjustly imprisoned for the 
22 years that he was in Parchman Prison. 
And her broken heart grieved when 
he died in Parchman Prison in 2002. 

IPNO met Ms. Ruffin in 2008, when we 
were trying to get the DNA evidence 
in Larry’s case tested. She was kind to 
us, though she had no reason to trust 

lawyers. After the DNA testing 
completely exonerated Larry 
and his two co-defendants and 
identified the real perpetrator, 
Ms. Ruffin witnessed his 
co-defendants being released 
from the Forrest County Court 
into a media storm, 30 years 
after they were convicted. 

She and her family wore T-shirts that said 
“Larry Ruffin, Free At Last.” The Forrest 
County authorities had sent in the Swat 
Team to stand on the courthouse steps 
that day, in case of “trouble.” 

She drove from the courthouse to the 
side of her son’s grave, where, along with 
his brothers, sisters, and daughters, she 
let off balloons to note the exoneration. 

Our hearts and thoughts go out to 
her enormous family. And our utmost 
respect goes out to Ms. Ruffin, who 
saw and bore so much in this life. Her 
uniquely tragic perspective on wrongful 
conviction is sincerely humbling to 
us all. She was buried right by Larry 
on Saturday, June 15, 2019 in Jones 
County, Mississippi. We will keep her 
spirit and her resilience in our hearts 
as we continue to work for justice in 
forgotten cases and forgotten places. 
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In 2006, when Theo Shaw was 17 years old, 
he was charged in the now infamous “Jena 6” 
case.  He spent months in jail, facing decades in 
prison, but his lawyer made no effort to get him 
out. Later, his  new lawyer, Rob McDuff, helped 
him get back in school and despite the horror of 
his seven months in jail and the absurd criminal 
charges he and his five co-defendants faced, he graduated high school. 13 years later, on 
April 26, 2019, Chief Justice Bernette Johnson of the Louisiana Supreme Court swore Theo 
Shaw in to be a lawyer at the bar of the District of Columbia.

Theo Shaw

Theo Shaw being sworn into the District of 
Columbia bar

Your future gift will 
support our efforts to free 
innocent, life-sentenced 
prisoners, support their 
living well and fully in the 
world and advocate for 
sensible criminal justice 
policies that reduce 
wrongful convictions. No 
immediate donation is 
necessary. You can make 
your gift anonymous or, 
with your permission, we 
can publicly acknowledge 
your commitment. Here is 
information you will
need to provide to your 
attorney to name the 
Innocence Project New 
Orleans as a beneficiary.

SUPPORT IPNO AS A BENEFICIARY IN YOUR WILL, TRUST,
OR INSURANCE POLICY

Name: Innocence Project New Orleans 
Address: 4051 Ulloa Street, New Orleans, LA 70119 
EIN/Tax ID: 72-1501261

Sample Bequest Language:
“I hereby give, devise and bequeath to Innocence Project 
New Orleans, located at 4051 Ulloa Street, New Orleans, LA 
70119, ($_______ specific dollar amount or _______ percent of 
my residuary estate), to further the mission of Innocence 
Project New Orleans.”
Once you have completed arrangements with your lawyer 
or financial planner, please send a copy of the section of 
your will or trust that details your charitable plan. This will 
enable us to express our thanks and acknowledge you for 
your generosity and commitment to our work. Of course, 
we understand your circumstances may change and you can 
change your planned gift at any time.

For more information please contact:
Jené O’Keefe Trigg
504-943-1902 or Jeneot@ip-no.org

In the fall, he will be one of three Barrett 
E. Prettyman Fellows at Georgetown Law 
Center, a highly prestigious and competitive 
fellowship for young lawyers. His journey 
from a jail cell to college; then to IPNO as 
our first summer scholarship recipient; then 
to Southern Poverty Law Center as a client 
advocate investigating prison conditions 
across the region; then to the University of 
Washington School of Law as a prestigious 
William Gates fellow; then elected by 
his classmates to be the valedictorian of 
their graduating law class last May; then 
to a clerkship with the Chief Justice of 
Louisiana, our first Black chief justice; then 

to a Georgetown fellowship is extraordinary.  
It is the journey of a young man who grew 
up poor and Black in a small Louisiana town 
who the State tried to throw into prison for 
most of his life when he was just 17.  It is 
the journey of the boy who is the opposite 
of who they said he was. There is no end to 
Theo Shaw’s potential and we cannot wait 
to see what he does next.  In the meantime, 
we hope you all join us in congratulating 
Theo on his phenomenal accomplishments 
and pause to think of all of the other young, 
talented, promising Black men whose 
potential is never realized because the State 
successfully throws them away.  
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